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Principals Corner  
Dr. Mederios 


Greetings Lightning Family: 


It’s hard to believe the 2018-2019 
school year is coming to a close! 
The month of May is a busy month 
with statewide FSA testing and 
end-of-year events. Overall, this 
has been a very successful school 
year for our Lightning students as 
there have been numerous student 
recognitions and accomplishments, 
as well as awards, in athletics and 
the arts.
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We will be working feverishly over 
summer break to complete student 
schedules and prepare for the 2019-2020 
school year. We are planning to host an 
incoming 6th grade orientation on Tuesday, 
July 31st from 9am-1pm. The first student 
day for the 2019-2020 school year is 
scheduled for Monday, August 12th.  


If you are interested in volunteering, being 
a mentor, or getting involved with 
fundraising opportunities and events 
through our PTO for the 2019-2020 school 
year, do not hesitate to contact me. Once 
again, thank you for your involvement, and 
please be sure to contact administration if 
there’s anything we can do to enhance your 
child’s experience at Varsity Lakes Middle.  


Enjoy the summer break with family and 
friends……….and Go Lightning!  


Kind Regards,  


Matthew Mederios, Ed.D. 
Principal
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SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 
APRIL 2-3: FSA WRITING 


APRIL 5: CONCERT BAND MPA @ GOLDEN GATE HS 
APRIL 8-13: GOODWILL DONATION DRIVE @ VLMS 


APRIL 8: EAST ZONE PARENT PRESENTATION - SOCIAL MEDIA 
AWARENESS, 6PM @ MEDIA CENTER 


APRIL 11: SPRING PICTURES 
APRIL 12: THEATRE CLASS SHOWCASE, 7PM @ VLMS 


APRIL 25: PRISM CONCERT, 6:30 @ LSHS 
APRIL 26: BAND TRIP @ TAMPA 


APRIL 27: PREZTIGE STROLL OFF, 6PM @ GYM  
APRIL 29: SAC MEETING, 6PM @ MEDIA CENTER 


MAY 1-2: FSA READING 6TH & 8TH GRADES 
MAY 6-7: FSA MATH 6TH & 8TH GRADES AND ALGEBRA EOC 


MAY 8-9: FSA READING 7TH GRADE 
MAY 9: 8TH GRADE SCIENCE EOC 


MAY 10: SPRING MUSICAL - WIZARD OF OZ @7PM 
MAY 13-14: FSA MATH 7TH GRADE  


MAY 13: EAST ZONE PARENT PRESENTATION - ALCOHOL, 6PM @ 
MEDIA CENTER 


MAY 15: BOOK BATTLE @ DISTRICT 
MAY 15: NJHS INDUCTIONS CEREMONY, 7PM @ CAFE 


MAY 16: 7TH GRADE CIVICS EOC 
MAY 17: RHYTHMIC TASTE & TELL AWARDS CEREMONY 
MAY 20: SCHOLAR ATHLETE AWARDS BANQUET, 6PM 


MAY 22: AVID BANQUET, 6:30PM 
MAY 23: CHORUS CONCERT, 6PM 


 MAY 24: HOOP IT UP & WALK 4 WATER 
MAY 27: NO SCHOOL   


MAY 28-30: HALF DAYS  
MAY 29: PROMOTION CEREMONY







�4


 SPORTS: 


April 4: 
Boys Track Finals @ TBA 


April 9: 
Last day of Golf & Tennis tryouts 


April 10: 
Girls Track Championships @  


Fort Myers High 


April 10: 
Boys Track Championships @  


Fort Myers High 


April 17: 
Tennis Match @ Dunbar 


April 24: 
Tennis Match vs. Oak Hammock 


April 29: 
PreZtige Tryouts 


April 29: 
Tennis Match @ FMMS 


April 30: 
Golf Area Tournament @ Westminister 


Golf Club 


May 1: 
Tennis Match vs. Dunbar 


May 6: 
Tennis Match @ Oak Hammock 


May 8: 
Tennis Match vs. FMMS 


May 13: 
Tennis Playoffs Round 1 @ TBA 


CLUB MEETINGS 
EVERY MONDAY AFTER SCHOOL:  


GUITAR CLUB &  
ART AND ANIMATION 


EVERY TUESDAY & THURSDAY 
BEFORE SCHOOL: 


SPANISH CLUB 


EVERY TUESDAY AFTER SCHOOL: 
VARSITY TSA 


EVERY WEDNESDAY AFTER SCHOOL: 
LEGAL STUDIES CLUB 


 
EVERY THURSDAY AFTER SCHOOL: 


CHESS CLUB 
 


April: 
GQ @ 4:15pm 


April 3: 
BTV @ 4:15pm 


April 5: 
GEMS @ 8am 


April 25: 
NJHS @ 4:15pm 


May 3: 
GEMS @ 8am 


May 1: 
BTV @ 4:15pm 


May 15: 
BTV @ 4:15pm 


May 17: 
GEMS @ 8am 
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Student Highlights: FEBRUARY & MARCH 
These students were nominated by their teachers for going above and beyond in the 
classroom.  They will have an opportunity to win a 2018-19 Yearbook, as well as being 
featured on the VLMS News and get a paper certification in their Advisory Class.  


6th Grade:     7th Grade:     8th Grade: 
Zachary Snyder    Amaidys Diaz     Wisner Henry 
Judianna De La Cruz-Rivera  Joudry De La Cruz    Jean Orion 
Cali Yeomans     La’rue Campbell Jr    Kayla Aponte 
Cody Le     Brianna Laurin    Melanie Suarez 
Lilly Wanless     Latasha Howard    Mallory Hanners 
Gabriel Reyes    Yamicel Bermudez    Lorenna Solis 
Kellie Joseph     Chloe Minh Vong    Summer Rayburn 
Alan Ruiz     Victoria Espinoza    Christopher Green 
Alexis Taggert    Lianna Rivera     Augustina Ayala 
Dominick Celeste    Faith Plummer    Mia Saunders 
      Brandon Orella y Orella   Dalton Stanley 
      Alyssa York     Tommie Battle 
            Adriana Velasquez 
            Kimberly Garcia 


  
February Winner: Wisner Henry  


March Winner: Kellie Joseph 
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CONTACT:  
MR. ARMSWORTH - JEFFREYAR@LEESCHOOLS.NET 


MS. STOKES - JESSICALST@LEESCHOOLS.NET


ALREADY PLANNING FOR 
2019-20 TRIP!  IF YOU ARE 
INTERESTED IN ATTENDING, 


SIGN UP NOW!







Autism Awareness  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The whole month of April is Autism Awareness Month and I encourage you to 
learn more about autism and help us spread awareness!  


Some Quick Facts: 
• Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is a group of developmental disabilities 


that can cause significant social, communication and behavioral challenges 
• ASD is a spectrum - it ranges from high functioning to low functioning with 


it looking different for each person 
• CDC estimates that an average of 1 in 59 children are diagnosed with ASD; 1 


in 37 boys, 1 in 151 girls 
• Autism can be reliably diagnosed as early as age 2 - early intervention is 


critical!! 
• 31% of children with ASD have an intellectual disability, 25% are in the 


borderline range, and 44% have IQ scores in the average to above average 
range 


The week of April 8th - 12th students in the self-contained classrooms will be 
selling a homemade pin comprised of a blue puzzle piece and a puzzle piece ribbon. 
Blue is the color associated with Autism Speaks as an organization, but to people 


who are on the Autism Spectrum, it can symbolize a feeling of calm and acceptance 
in a world that can be very loud and challenging. The puzzle pattern, as well as the 


different colors, reflect the complexity and diversity of people on the autism 
spectrum. The brightness of the ribbon signals hope - for increased awareness, 
early intervention, and access to appropriate services so that people who have 


autism will be able to lead full lives in the world on their own terms. 


Cost is only $1 in the cafe and goes to helping fund Lifeskills students go on field 
trip to help learn skills that will help them throughout their lives 







Penny Wars 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We were able to collect over $170 (the majority of 
which was coins), for the Hydrocephalus Association!


 
Fun Fact: Of all the funds donated, Mr. Plucker alone 


received 50% of the funds!
 


Final Results:
5. Booker, –152 points


4. Fisher, –6 points
3. Padilla, 47 points


2. Mederios, 289 points
1. Plucker with 7,680 points


YEARBOOK 2018-19


ORDER IN ROOM 1210 BY MAY 15TH TO 
RESERVE YOUR BOOK NOW!   


ONLY 26 BOOKS LEFT FOR SALE!


Contact Ms. Stokes for more 
information: 


jessicalst@leeschools.net


COMING 
SOON!


Spring Pictures on 
April 11th 


You can bring clothes to 
change into, get your 


picture taken by 
yourself or with a 


friend!   
You must pre-pay in 


order to get your picture 
taken! 


See your Advisory 
Teacher for order forms


BOOKS COST $30 
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    TECH TALK WITH MR. NEES 
Chromebook Reminders: 


• Always put your chromebook in its case 


• Don’t carry it by the screen  


• No need to download music 


• Charge it every night 


• They are not free to replace or fix 


• Cost is $300 to replace if lost


MESSAGES FROM MEDIA 
WITH MRS. SHAW 


Thank you for a great book fair this year! 
If you have any suggestions for the books in 
the library next year, make sure to get your  
wish list in so they can be ordered for 2019-20! 


WANT TO BE A STUDENT AMBASSADOR NEXT YEAR?  SEE MRS. SHAW 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ALL THE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES IN 


THE MEDIA CENTER!
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VLMS Hoop-it-up Competition
To help students to maintain a focus for the upcoming 


fourth quarter, administration has decided to provide an 
incentive for our students.  Beginning with the fourth 


quarter, we will announce the first Varsity Lakes Middle 
School Hoop-it-Up competition.  It will take place:


 May 24, 2019 (periods 3/4, 7/8, and 9/10).  
It is our hope that by providing this incentive, students will 
strive to maintain great behavior, academic rigor, and good 


attendance. 
 


*Qualifying students will compete in a total of 4 timed categories, by 
grade level.  


*Participants will receive a Hoop-it-Up T-shirt. 
*There will be a winner for each individual category as well as one 


overall grand prize winner, per grade level.  
*There will be trophies, medals, and prizes for the winners. 


*The event will take place at the end of the 4th quarter, after state 
testing is completed.  


 
Criteria to participate:


1.     No referrals
2.     GPA of 2.0 and above


3.     Maximum of 4 absences (excused or unexcused)
4.     Non-qualifying students will not be allowed to 


attended the event. 
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Congratulations to the VLMS competitve 
math team for their fourth place finish at 
the district competition held at Dunbar 
High School.  There were over 20 schools 
in attendance and our mathletes did an 


amazing job!  We would also like to 
recognize both James  Nehl and Brycelyn 
Turner for scoring in the top ten out of all 
the participants in the competition, great 


Spanish


Exploratory Spanish For Non-Spanish Speakers: 
Jaeden Browning 2nd Place  


“Haciendo Quesadillas” 


Spanish 1A For Non-Spanish Speakers:  
Macy Costigan & Jaslyn Ertter 2nd Place 


 “Un Dia de Compas” 


Fluently Spanish Speaker 1A  
Stephanie Rebolledo-Monter & Jocelyn 


Rodriguez 2nd Place  
“Pastel de Rosas” 


Fluenty Spanish Speaker 1B  
 Luis Diaz 


“Arepas Venezolanas”


Math 
Team
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Take Stock In Children 
Scholarship: 


This scholarship is funded by The Foundation 
of LCS and is open to all 6th and 9th graders.  Put 


of 500+ applicants, only 34 were selected as 
finalists and an even smaller number were chosen as 


winners.  


Applicants had to complete a written application, write 
an essay, get two teacher recommendations and have 


an interview. 


The award is full tuition to any public Florida 
university. 


We had one winner at Varsity: 
Laura Lucha


AVID
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6th Graders are starting to 
fundraise for this year's service 


project- which will bring  
clean water to the 


Namarambi Primary School  
in Kenya.   


To accomplish this we will need 
to raise $5238!  


  The Walk-4-Water will be held 
on May 24th 


Please consider sponsoring a 
student's walk/making a 


donation online:  
https://


www.h2oforlifeschools.org/
sponsors/478  


or cash/check  
(Varsity Lakes Middle).   


I challenge you to be a part of 
this life-changing project!  


For more details on the need at 
the school see: https://


www.h2oforlifeschools.org/
projects/726    
Thank you!


Random Acts 
of Kindness



https://mail.leeschools.net/OWA/redir.aspx?C=3YgkMi6Bt3ImbmQWap0oFMQq2ftbo1S3PFELZcAvQlEJS5aDSrjWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.h2oforlifeschools.org%2fsponsors%2f478

https://mail.leeschools.net/OWA/redir.aspx?C=3YgkMi6Bt3ImbmQWap0oFMQq2ftbo1S3PFELZcAvQlEJS5aDSrjWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.h2oforlifeschools.org%2fsponsors%2f478

https://mail.leeschools.net/OWA/redir.aspx?C=3YgkMi6Bt3ImbmQWap0oFMQq2ftbo1S3PFELZcAvQlEJS5aDSrjWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.h2oforlifeschools.org%2fsponsors%2f478

https://mail.leeschools.net/OWA/redir.aspx?C=21-mTjtm-BJBCp4WM9tfSWekabBcwHZBhYFW3NrZOXQJS5aDSrjWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.h2oforlifeschools.org%2fprojects%2f726

https://mail.leeschools.net/OWA/redir.aspx?C=21-mTjtm-BJBCp4WM9tfSWekabBcwHZBhYFW3NrZOXQJS5aDSrjWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.h2oforlifeschools.org%2fprojects%2f726

https://mail.leeschools.net/OWA/redir.aspx?C=21-mTjtm-BJBCp4WM9tfSWekabBcwHZBhYFW3NrZOXQJS5aDSrjWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.h2oforlifeschools.org%2fprojects%2f726

https://mail.leeschools.net/OWA/redir.aspx?C=3YgkMi6Bt3ImbmQWap0oFMQq2ftbo1S3PFELZcAvQlEJS5aDSrjWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.h2oforlifeschools.org%2fsponsors%2f478

https://mail.leeschools.net/OWA/redir.aspx?C=3YgkMi6Bt3ImbmQWap0oFMQq2ftbo1S3PFELZcAvQlEJS5aDSrjWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.h2oforlifeschools.org%2fsponsors%2f478

https://mail.leeschools.net/OWA/redir.aspx?C=3YgkMi6Bt3ImbmQWap0oFMQq2ftbo1S3PFELZcAvQlEJS5aDSrjWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.h2oforlifeschools.org%2fsponsors%2f478

https://mail.leeschools.net/OWA/redir.aspx?C=21-mTjtm-BJBCp4WM9tfSWekabBcwHZBhYFW3NrZOXQJS5aDSrjWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.h2oforlifeschools.org%2fprojects%2f726

https://mail.leeschools.net/OWA/redir.aspx?C=21-mTjtm-BJBCp4WM9tfSWekabBcwHZBhYFW3NrZOXQJS5aDSrjWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.h2oforlifeschools.org%2fprojects%2f726

https://mail.leeschools.net/OWA/redir.aspx?C=21-mTjtm-BJBCp4WM9tfSWekabBcwHZBhYFW3NrZOXQJS5aDSrjWCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.h2oforlifeschools.org%2fprojects%2f726





 


�14


Mock Trial


Donation Drive for Animal 
Refuge Center 


Begins March 30th 


Items To Bring: 
Dogs: 6 ft leash, nulo wet food, 


diamond dry food, biscuits & treats 
Cats: Temptations treats, dry & 


wet food 
Shelter: bleach, laundry detergent, 


bleach wipes, paper towels, tall 
trash bags, dish soap, lines 


Bring to your Advisory Teacher 
Class with the most items will 







8th Grade Dance: 
Saturday, May 11th 


7-10pm at Pelican Preserve 
Pre-Sale: April 8-13th: $25 


For Sale: April 16, 18, 23, 25, 30, May 2: $30  
Dress Code:  


Dresses must be knee length or below, no midriffs,  
See Ms. Fisher or Ms. Booker for any questions 


Included: 
DJ, photo-booth, candy bar and framed portrait 


Universal Trip: 
Friday, May 17th  


Leave from school, arrive back at 3am next day 
Cost: $140 


1 meal, shirt and charter bus provided in cost 


Promotion Ceremony: 
Wednesday, May 29th 


Begins at 6pm at Lehigh Senior High School 
Gymnasium  


Each student will receive four tickets for family 
and friends 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8th Grade End Of The Year 
Activities:
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Why is my school asking me to okay receiving telephone calls or text 
messages?  


Under a federal law designed to protect consumers, we have to get your permission to send 
nonemergency messages to a mobile phone by automated voice call or SMS text. It’s also just a good 
idea, so that we’re sure the message is going to the right phone number for the right person. This 
permission is needed only for automated voice calls and texts. Permission is not necessary for other 
calls from the school, like you might get directly from a teacher, principal, or other staff member.  


I have never been asked about phone calls before. Is this new? 


While it is not completely new, the rules were recently updated to make it clear that we need the 
recipient’s okay to send non-emergency automated phone notifications, as well as SMS text messages, 
to a mobile phone number. To comply with the law contact information must be current.  


What if there is an emergency?  


In an emergency, we will call or text you as long as we have your contact information on file. The law 
has an exception for calls made for “emergency purposes,” which is usually a situation affecting the 
health and safety of consumers. What if I change my mind about phone calls, or change my mobile 
number? You can opt out of non-emergency calls and text messages at any time. For voice calls, we 
will provide instructions on how to use touch-tones on your phone keypad to stop receiving calls. For 
text messages, you can stop receiving them by texting “UNSUBSCRIBE” or “STOP” after receiving a 
text from us.  


Can I be contacted in other ways, too?  


Yes. We can contact you, if you would like, by email. Email is covered by a different set of rules than 
the permission required for automated voice calls and text messages to mobile phones.  


My school says it uses the SchoolMessenger app. What is it? 


The SchoolMessenger app is a free web and mobile app that gives you access to school notifications of 
all types (text messages, voice and email) inside a single inbox. You can also change your contact 
preferences and adjust contact numbers in the web app, available from any Internet-enabled device.  


How do I sign up for the SchoolMessenger app and provide permission?  


The easiest way is to visit the SchoolMessenger app website at https://go.schoolmessenger.com/. 
Create an account by clicking “Sign Up” on the top right menu, using the email address that you have 
provided to the school. You can choose how you want to be contacted based on the category of 
message (from emergencies to school activities) and provide contact permission. You will also be able 
to listen to and read messages from the school for the previous 30 days so you do not miss a thing, 
including alerts, notifications and attachments. You can also sign back in to change your preferences 
at any time.  


SchoolMessenger



https://go.schoolmessenger.com/

https://go.schoolmessenger.com/





�19


What if I want to use the SchoolMessenger mobile app? 


You will find the SchoolMessenger app in the Apple iOS Store or Google Android Play Store. If you have 
already created an account, you simply have to log in. If you have not, Click the “Sign Up” button, enter 
your email address, and create a password. An email will be sent to that address with a secure token. If you 
receive a “This email is already registered” error message, which means you have already created a 
SchoolMessenger account via another SchoolMessenger product. Simply follow the “Return to login” link and 
login. Use the “Forgot your password” link if needed.  


Will the SchoolMessenger app notify me if there is new information?  


You can opt in to receiving Device (or push) Notifications under Notification Preferences. When you choose to 
receive Device Notifications, a badge or alert will appear when new communications are available in your 
SchoolMessenger app inbox.  


How private is the information in the SchoolMessenger app? 


West, the trusted provider of SchoolMessenger is one of more than 200 organizations that has signed the 
Student Privacy Pledge (www.studentprivacypledge.org). The Pledge spells out a dozen commitments related 
to the protection and responsible use of student data. You can rest assured that your student’s information is 
secure and will never be sold, rented, or shared. Signatories to this pledge can be held legally responsible for 
actions or practices that do not conform to it.  


Who should I contact if I have more questions?  


Please contact us at the school offices if you need any more information.
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